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THE KEY(HOLE) TO THE FUTURE 
“We have the land and the labour, 
we need the tools and the seeds” 
– commented a member of the 
Ha Mohatlane community when 
we visited on a fact finding trip 
last November to ascertain how 
best to help child headed house-
holds. In order for these children, 
orphaned by AIDS, who care for 
younger siblings and sometimes 
ailing grandparents, to become 
more food secure the LINK has teamed up with the Send-a-cow charity 
who have taught our staff how to build key hole gardens. They in turn 
have been teaching this skill to the community where many of the child 
headed households with which the LINK works live.  
 
First there were discussions with the village chiefs, then with members 
of the local community. And then the day came when the programme 
started to become a reality. There was great excitement when the LINK 
staff drove up one morning with a trailer full of wheelbarrows, forks and 
spades and packets of seeds. Working together as a community a raised 
garden about 10 metres in diameter was constructed in the shape of a 
keyhole on the plot of land by each of their rondavels. The design ena-
bles the gardener to stand in the middle of the garden and reach the 
whole area. Local stones were gathered for the walls, rusty tin cans were 
placed at the base for iron, soil was layered with compost to fill it, a 
“chimney” was constructed in the centre through which grey water is 
poured watering the soil. So far the LINK has helped 40 young carers to 
construct a garden and plant them with seeds and has provided tools to 
help them maintain the gardens. These gardens should provide a mixture 
of vegetables all year round which will be a significant nutritional com-
ponent of their diet. 

 
This is a further development of the in-
itial child headed household project, 
which still provides respite care holi-
days for some of these families. 
Through this project we are able to 
provide ongoing care and support. This 
is so encouraging and it has been made 
possible thanks to generous donations 
from the Durham diocese. They have 

the land and the labour, now we are able to provide them with the tools 
and the seeds they need.  
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NEW HIGH COMMISIONER GREETS 
NEW BISHOP 
Only five months into her new post as High 
Commissioner for Lesotho, M’e Mamakeka 
Makeka was one of those who had the oppor-
tunity to greet Bishop Paul at his inauguration 
service in Durham Cathedral. This was her first 
visit to Durham and she found the whole occa-
sion impressive and inspiring, commenting that 
this was obviously a very special and historic 
day for the church in Durham.  

 

Your chance to meet…. 
 
This will not be his first visit to Durham, and 
you may well remember him either from the 
Youth Mission which he led or from the 25th 
anniversary visit of which he was a key mem-
ber. But this time we are looking forward to 
welcoming Joseph Morenammele to Durham 
as the new executive officer for the Lesotho 
Durham LINK. Joseph will be accompanied 
by his wife, Lineo (pronounced din-ay-o) and 
they will be with us from October 4th – 13th. 
During his time here Joseph will be meeting 
with Bishop Paul, Cranmer Hall staff, the 
Nthuse board ( who help fund theological 
training in Lesotho), the LINK trustees 
and…..you! 
 
This is a great opportunity for you to hear at 
first hand all the latest news from Lesotho, 
what the LINK is doing and how the new 
Christian Education Department is develop-
ing ( for which Joseph is also director). Jo-
seph is a truly inspirational and Godly man 
with a clear vision for the work and we are 
quite sure it is an opportunity you will be glad 
you took! Your chance to meet him will be at 
Bishop Mark and Elisabeth’s home at 7pm on 
Monday October 6th. This will be one of our 
LINK prayer and information gatherings  

PRAYERS FOR APRIL 2014 
 
Please pray for the success of a new initiative 

by the government of Lesotho introduc-
ing testing and counselling for HIV/Aids 
in the work place, making it more acces-
sible for more people. 

 
Give thanks for the new youth outreach work 

at Ha Mohatlane and for the many young 
people who attend the youth club. 

 
Remember in prayer the staff at the Lesotho 

Durham LINK as they adjust to new 
work patterns, that they will discover 
new job satisfaction and that the ministry 
of the LINK will be enhanced. 

 
Give thanks for the partnership of the LINK 

and the Send-a-cow charity who have 
trained LINK staff to enable them to de-
velop key hole gardens with child headed 
households. 
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We have included an extra page  in this 
edition to tell you about the recent meet-
ing with the Prime Minister of Lesotho  



ROUND TABLE TALKS WITH LESOTHO PM 
 
A recent visit by the Prime Minister of Lesotho, Thomas Thabane, with several of his gov-
ernment ministers provided an opportunity for a round table conference for NGOs (non-
governmental organisations) involved in Lesotho, primarily looking at how far Lesotho has 
progressed with achieving its Millennium Development Goals. I was invited to represent 
the Durham Lesotho Link. 
 
It has to be admitted that the assessment was pretty bleak, with the lack of progress being 
attributed to the prevalence of HIV/AIDS. 
 
There were some encouragements, particularly on gender equality and universal primary 
education although it was recognised that the quality of education needs improving. In-
creasing maternal mortality rates were attributed to “ a dire shortage of qualified staff” and 
is a deeply serious cause for concern. The AIDS pandemic was blamed both for this and 
continuing environmental degradation. 
 
The Minister for Development announced that the government was developing “ a new and 
re-vamped strategy” for HIV/AIDS.  I asked him to elaborate on this phrase and learned 
that they will intervene at an earlier stage ( when a patient’s CD4 count is higher than the 
current benchmark), there will be less delay in treatment, that treatment will be offered as 
close to home as possible and that testing and counselling will happen at the workplace ( 
factories etc).  
 
The main rationale for the delegation was trade and they were looking at how to increase 
capacity and productivity in Lesotho and to gain a foothold in commercial markets. It was 
interesting to note that they are encouraging a shareholders approach, as opposed to the tra-
ditional co-operative approach to commerce. However skills development for youth was 
considered to be crucial. 
 
The PM and other ministers acknowledged that historically the relationship between NGOs 
and government has not always been well managed and that there is a need to move to a 
more formal arrangement. The Prime Minister commented that the churches monitoring of 
the last general election had been a real benefit and that the churches were encouraging an 
improved political system. 
 
Back in 2005 the LINK initiated conferences for NGOs working in Lesotho in an attempt to 
encourage closer co-operation. This was held in Durham with two subsequent conferences 
in London and Cardiff. Nine years on it was interesting to see which of those NGOs still ap-
pear to be working in Lesotho and to reflect on the fact that there is still much work to be 
done.     
Margaret Bianchi   


