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Lesotho, Sunderland and the Link… 
 

Someone once told me, that there is an old Lesotho 
saying:  

“Lesotho bites you slowly, but bites you deep”.  

I have never been able to track the saying down, nor 
to confirm its origin, but it stays with me and reflects 
something of my own feelings for the country.      
Lesotho has slowly grown on me over the years and 
I know that whenever I leave, I will return there 
again at some point.  

I have recently retired from the University of Sunder-
land and my initial visits to Lesotho in 2001, were made as part of a research project, 
funded by the Association of Commonwealth Universities. Since 2006, all my working 
visits have been made with students from the University, who were studying applied the-
atre and drama  - including drama in education. Most of their working time was spent 
with groups of young people from schools around Maseru using theatre and drama tech-
niques to develop life skills, social awareness and creativity. We were always based at 
the Link and could not have undertaken the visits without the help and support of the 
staff there. 

I think that the most significant impact of these visits was 
upon the UK students. We undoubtedly gave the Basotho 
some interesting and productive experiences, but realisti-
cally, I doubt that such brief visits will have had a lasting 
effect. However it is no exaggeration to say that for some 
of my students, it was life changing. Many of them have 
gone on to become teachers and their time in Lesotho 
helped to consolidate their vocation. Some were motivat-
ed to travel more and have then found employment in de-
velopment and charity work overseas.  
For all of them a first hand experience of a culture so re-

moved from our own provided a challenge and unforgettable insight into lives with little 
material wealth, but rich in laughter, curiosity and human warmth. My students most of-
ten commented on the value attached in Lesotho to education and to family support, 
which they felt contrasted so starkly with their own experiences here in the UK. One 
woman student was so moved by her visit to God’s Love Orphanage, that she insisted 
on leaving all her clothes and shoes behind and travelling back home with an empty 
case. 
Retiring from the University means that this chapter is over for now. However it also 
means that I have more free time and so although I have not visited Lesotho this year 
with students, I know that it will not be long before I am back there in some capacity.  
After all Lesotho bites you slowly and it bites you deep… 
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OVERDUE OVERHAUL 
 
After several years in operation the LINK website is in the process of being over-
hauled. Pages are being updated and new information uploaded. It is essentially 
an information portal and has proved helpful to people prior to making visits to Le-
sotho, finding educational resources or simply just discovering what the LINK is 
and what it does. If you haven’t visited the site yet we would encourage you to go 
onto www.durham-lesotholink.org.uk  and have a look round. Some of the pages 
are still in the process of being revised but we hope you will enjoy using it.       

 
THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN – 

 IT’S A COALITION! 
 
Whatever the outcome of the general election next month 
here in the UK it is unlikely (?!) to produce the same re-
sult as in Lesotho where five opposition parties have 
formed a new coalition government!  The All Basotho 
Convention of outgoing Prime Minister Thomas Thabane 
came second with 46 seats. The former Prime Minister 
Pakalitha Mosisili's Democratic Congress gained 47 seats 
and has formed a majority government of 61 with four 
smaller parties. 
The poll was intended to ease tensions after an attempted 
coup last August when Mr Thabane suspended parlia-
ment to avoid a motion ousting him as the head of the 
then coalition. The elections were viewed by internation-
al monitors as free and fair and the army was confined to 
barracks whilst the regional bloc SADC deployed 475 
police officers to provide security. 
However, Lesotho still faces underlying unresolved is-
sues that triggered last year's crisis. Amongst these is an 
urgent need for institutional reforms to clarify the role of 
the police and the army - and the role of the opposition in 
parliament. Reaching consensus on this will be extremely 
difficult as the coalition partners would need a two-thirds 
majority to amend the constitution, which is unlikely giv-
en the strong opposition they will face from the party of 
the outgoing prime minister! 
Lesotho is a small country of around two million people, 
but it is closely watched by South Africa as it produces 
water for the region's economic hub, which cannot afford 
further political instability. Lesotho's voters are hoping 
politicians will put their differences aside and focus on 
creating employment for the youth and developing the 
country. Please continue to pray for Lesotho and its lead-
ers, for wisdom and integrity. 

PRAYING FOR LESOTHO 
Give thanks for a free and fair general 

election in Lesotho and pray that 
the parties will put aside their dif-
ferences and work together for the 
common good of the country. 

Please pray that the necessary building 
repairs to the hall at the LINK site 
will go smoothly and give thanks 
that it is proving possible to con-
tinue using this valuable resource 
as work proceeds. 

Remember in prayer the group who 
will be visiting Lesotho with Bish-
op Paul in October, particularly 
the Durham diocesan youth lead-
ers who will be training their Ba-
sotho counterparts. 

Give thanks for relationships which 
have been established between Ian 
Ramsey and Venerable Bede Acad-
emies with Boqate and St Stephen’s 
schools in Lesotho and pray that 
this will continue to be mutually 
beneficial. 


