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What? No bikes in Lesotho?!
One of the long term dreams for the Lesotho Durham LINK was that it
might also be a centre for training people from other African nations to
enable them to develop similar outdoor activity projects for the youth
of their countries. Experience has taught us that often the best way to
train Africans is within Africa where the culture, customs and expectations are not as totally different as they are between the UK and Africa.
So the staff at the LINK seized the chance when the opportunity arose
and funding from other charities was provided. Four staff members
from a project in Burundi went to do further training, in Lesotho, to
equip and skill them to be more effective in their ministry to young
people.
Staying in the
LINK’s backpacker accommodation they
were trained by
LINK staff for
three months in
what turned out
to be a mutually beneficial
experience. The
Basotho shared
their activities
expertise whilst
the Burundians
shared their
faith – opening each other’s eyes and broadening each other’s understanding. What really struck the Burundians was the peace in the country, and that it was not heaving with people, Lesotho’s population of 1.8
million being a fraction of Burundi’s 13 million! And the fact that there
were no bikes – Burundi’s most common form of transport!!!!!
For their part it was a revelation for the Lesotho staff to get to know
people from even poorer circumstances than their own, to hear their
testimonies of God at work in their lives and to appreciate their commitment to providing a similar ministry in Burundi to the one which the
LINK offers in Lesotho.
CATCH UP WITH THE LINK
This is your chance to catch up with all that has been happening with
the LINK in Lesotho. On Wednesday April 5th at St Peter’s Stockton
(TS18 3PJ) at 7pm we will be gathering for one of our informal evenings. This year both Elisabeth and Bishop Mark Bryant will be sharing with us reflections from their forthcoming visit when Elisabeth
will be delivering diabetes awareness training in Lesotho. There will
also be the opportunity to hear reports back from other visits, see photos of recent developments and to ask your questions about Lesotho
and the LINK. We hope to see you there – all are very welcome!

LESOTHO ROYAL FAMILY GIVE
THEIR SUPPORT TO THE LINK
Read what Joseph Morenammele, the
executive officer in Lesotho, wrote about
a recent event:
I just cannot wait or hold myself from
sharing my excitement with you regarding
the Royal Family Visit to Ha Mohatlane
on 22 December 2016. Wow, what a day!
We were blessed with the visit of the
whole ROYAL FAMILY instead of just
His Majesty. It was a high powered visit
involving the CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR & her Deputies, the Principal
Chief of Berea/TY and District Administrator among others.
The King spoke so well of the LINK including his visit to Durham to celebrate
the 30th Anniversary. He urged the Central
Bank to consider the lasting friendship
with LDL. He said he was so proud to
have been associated with LDL from
those 30 years back when it started. It was
such a moving speech which really made
all of us humble and yet proud at the same
time.
The main purpose of The Royal Family
Visit was to donate school uniform,
school stationery and seeds to 148 CHH
kids plus some Christmas parcels to all
community kids who were attending this
big day. The Central Bank of Lesotho was
the sponsor of the project.

POINTS FOR PRAYER
Give thanks for all the mutual encouragements arising from the recent
training by the LINK in Lesotho of
Burundian youth workers.
Remember in prayer the LINK staff in
Lesotho, particularly new members,
that they will be built into an effective team.
Please pray for Elisabeth Bryant who
will be delivering a diabetes training
programme and Bishop Mark as he
supports Joseph in his ministry,
when they visit Lesotho later this
month.
Give thanks for the initiatives of
schools, like Easington Primary, in
raising funds for work with children
in Lesotho.

It should also encourage you to know that
after several harvests, on this King’s visit
we also distributed seedlings and eggs to
CHH kids.
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