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One of the most ambitious trips yet from the Durham diocese to Lesotho has been organised for October. In response to requests from Lesotho, a party of 18 people will be delivering training for lay ministers,
youth leaders, archdeacons, project workers, heads of guilds, and
NGOs. In addition, whilst Bishop Paul and Rick Simpson lead a clergy
conference, Rosemary Butler and Katherine Barker will be heading up a
conference for clergy spouses. Add to this a church dedication, a confirmation service in a very remote area, and visiting some of the LINK
projects; it has been an itinerary needing complex logistical planning!
This will be Bishop Paul’s first visit to Lesotho. He commented,
“Rosemary and I are greatly looking forward to visiting Lesotho this
October. Partnership in the gospel is foundational for us all and the Link
has expressed this over many years. We look forward to discovering
much from sisters and brothers in Lesotho.”

Re ‘mele o le mong ho Kreste

An Information and Prayer meeting for anyone who would like to hear
more about what actually happened will be arranged later in the year.
Details for that will be in the next edition of e-MOHO.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DOCTOR JOSEPH!
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We are one body in Christ

AMBITIOUS PLANS

Congratulations to Joseph Morenammele on receiving his PhD at the University of the Free State in South Africa. Joseph has managed to juggle his various responsibilities as Executive Officer of the LINK in Lesotho, head of the
Lesotho diocesan Christian Education Department and parish priest at the
same time as finally completing his thesis!
His topic, “A Practical Investigation of
the Impact of Christian Leadership in
workplaces in Lesotho” has great relevance to Christians in both Lesotho and
Durham. It addressed the issue of the extent to which Christians influence their
workplaces with Christian values in order
to bring transformation in society. Those
who know Joseph will not be surprised to
learn that he made some challenging observations!

SCARCE JOBS UNDER THREAT
The situation in Lesotho is still unresolved. Despite the recent fair and peaceful democratic
elections in Lesotho political tension and deep
unease continue. The former military leader,
Maaparankoe Mahao, accused of plotting a mutiny to overthrow the new government, has been
assassinated, there are reports of soldiers being
tortured and several high ranking opposition
politicians have fled the country.
You might be wondering how might political unrest impact on the average Mosotho? The international community has expressed concern and
the US has threatened to withdraw its favourable
trading status agreement with Lesotho. If that
happens it could mean the collapse of the garment manufacturing industry. This is one of the
very few significant employment opportunities
and it would lead to thousands of job losses,
which would have a huge impact across the
country.
As we go to press South Africa is intervening so
we continue to pray for a lasting peaceful solution to be reached before the violence spreads.
THE SUPPORT GOES
ON

POINTS FOR PRAYER
Please pray for success by intermedi-

aries in the latest attempts to bring
a peaceful solution to the political

unrest in Lesotho, that the country
would not descend into violence.

Give thanks for the positive response
by government ministers and

schools to the environmental education work done by the LINK in

Lesotho and pray that the Global

Environment Fund will continue to
provide funding for this project.

Remember in prayer the trainers in
Lesotho who will be working

alongside the group from Durham
in October, that together they will
offer a programme which is relevant, helpful and well received.

Please pray for the group from Cheam
Baptist Church which will be
working with Child Headed

Households at Ha Mohatlane in
August, that it will be a mutually
enjoyable, informative and rewarding experience for all in-

With the forthcoming
volved..
departure to other
schools of several key members of the Friends of Ian
Ramsey it was agreed to bring it to a close and distribute
its funds. The Durham Lesotho LINK was presented with a
cheque for £1,000 for the work it does, especially with child
headed households.
Ian Ramsey Academy has close connections with Lesotho
and several groups of students have visited the country
and their partner school, Boqate. We look forward to developing that connection further in the years to come.
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