“WHAT DID THE KING AND QUEEN DO IN DURHAM?”
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This has been one of the most commonly asked questions about the royal visit. Below is a (very) brief outline.

As anticipated it was a packed royal visit – so little
time, what should be included in the programme? Arriving on Thursday afternoon the royal party was given
a guided tour of Durham Cathedral before settling into
the Radisson Blu hotel. Friday started with a fascinating tour of Durham Town Hall, then onto De La Rue
in Gateshead where the maloti ( the currency of Lesotho ) is printed. From there the convoy drove to Ven
Bede school in Sunderland to a presentation of the
school’s recent visit to Lesotho, before His Majesty
unveiled a commemorative plaque. Back into the cars
His Majesty King Letsie III is presented with an original Durham miners and over to the National Glass Museum where the
lamp, a powerful symbol of a common party was treated to a musical performance on glass
cultural heritage
instruments and a glass blowing demonstration. Off
again for the final event of the day, the T20 cricket
match at the Durham County Cricket ground which ended with a terrific thunderstorm, worthy of comparison with ones frequently experienced in Lesotho!
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The King had expressed a particular
wish to see farming in Durham so
Saturday was spent visiting Houghall Agricultural college, then to visit
a working farm, then UTASS (a
charity supporting farming families
in the Durham Dales), onto the
farmers auction mart in Middleton
in Teesdale and then up to a remote farm in Teesdale. Members of
the party travelling with the royals
commented on the similarity of the scenery with Lesotho! The day concluded with
a buffet supper at Auckland Castle with members of the business community being encouraged by His Majesty to support the ambition of the LINK to move from
current 85% self-sufficiency to 100% through infrastructure investment. Sunday
morning worship was at the ancient Saxon church of Escomb with the final event
of the programme being the opportunity for worship and meeting with supporters
of the LINK.
POINTERS FOR PRAYER

Give thanks for a very successful visit by their Majesties from Lesotho, for the positive news
coverage and for the reinforcement of relationships between the LINK and Lesotho.

Continue to remember in prayer the people of Lesotho as the drought, which His Majesty described as the worst in his lifetime, has led to malnutrition and hunger in the depths of their
winter.
Please pray that expressions of interest in involvement in Lesotho made by business and others
during the royal visit will bear fruit.
Give thanks for the hour long TV coverage which the Lesotho LINK got to talk about the
LINK and its contribution to the nation’s life, leading to an even greater increase in bookings.

“A Momentous

Milestone”.

On the Sunday afternoon their Majesties met with LINK supporters for
short act of worship, a cream tea and presentation of gifts by the LINK.
The conclusion of the visit was a speech by His Majesty.
The King began by referring to the fact that this was his first visit to
this “beautiful and historic” city and diocese of Durham, expressing
appreciation for the warm hospitality, kindness and generosity they had
received. He reflected on the fact that the purpose of his visit was to
celebrate “with joy and quiet satisfaction” the “momentous milestone”
of 30 years of the LINK
He urged us to pause and reflect on the hurdles and challenges encountered and the important lessons learnt in order to “map out a better road
that will take us through the next thirty years and beyond” He paid tribute to those “visionaries” who set up the LINK, the initial idea “being
premised on and motivated by a strong belief in the Christian principles
of love and caring for one another”. He made particular mention of Dr
Peter Green, the founder of the LINK saying that he and those he
worked with “have left indelible footprints which we all must follow”.

Her Majesty ‘M’e Masenate receives
from the LINK a specially commissioned Angel of the North made at
the Glass Museum

He went on to say that the two dioceses of Lesotho and Durham under their past and present leadership have played a critical role in nurturing this initiative from infancy to maturity. It has
“successfully translated biblical concepts into practical and modern day activities in order to address
the socio-economical developmental challenges through multiple self-help programmes that seek to
reverse the tide of poverty and hunger”. He referred to the ongoing vital health care work being done
at Ha Popa clinic and the environmental benefits of the forestry project. He commented on the accommodation facilities at the Maseru LINK site and to the wide variety of services being offered at the Ha
Mohatlane site, saying “I find it hard to imagine how the community of the area coped prior to its establishment in 1995 .Without doubt the centre has made a big difference to their lives”
He addressed the crucial issue of sustainability of both centres,
the Maseru site being closer to being self-funding. He noted that
Ha Mohatlane “faces some operational challenges that call for
urgent intervention to ensure that it continues to contribute to the
development of the community for many years to come”. His
Majesty highlighted the need to come up with innovative ideas
and programmes to ensure the sustainability of this partnership
for the benefit of future generations.
His Majesty concluded by saying that “the LINK should and does
make us all proud of this phenomenal partnership”. He urged us
all to redouble our efforts towards ensuring that the LINK stays
functional and relevant and continues to have a positive impact
on the lives of the communities it serves for the next thirty years
and beyond. He thanked all the friends and supporters of the
LINK who have sacrificed their time, energy and resources to
help this partnership grow to where it is today.
The King addresses LINK supporters
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