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PEACE ONE DAY
Given the recent and
ongoing turbulent times
in Lesotho it seems very
appropriate that Stephen
Mabula should organise
a big community event
at Ha Mohatlane where
he is the Warden. Joining in the global Peace
Day on September 21st,
begun in 1981 by the
Unite Nations General Assembly, over 300 people gathered for a day to
celebrate the things that unite, with school children performing dances,
much singing and, of course, free food with a cow being roasted and devoured with great relish! People gathered from all walks of life to celebrate and the local people were encouraged to make this a community
event by contributing something to make the day a success, whether it
was provision of food, manpower, entertainment or just as participants.
This year the international theme was “The right of peoples to peace”
and it was a theme which the day tried to capture. Journalists and TV
cameras were there to record the
events of the day, helping to highlight the LINK’s commitment to
involvement in the local communities. Our prayers are with the
Basotho as they await next year’s
general election, that the divisions and factions which recent
troubles have caused will indeed
be resolved so that their right to
live in peace will be upheld.
TROUBLED TIMES IN LESOTHO
You might possibly have caught a fleeting reference to recent troubles in Lesotho but the
media circus quickly moved on. What has been happening and what is the latest situation?
In 2012 Lesotho’s general election resulted in a three party coalition government and ongoing tension and dissatisfaction. On August 30th this year soldiers converged on some police stations in Lesotho, a police officer was killed in a shootout, radio stations went off the
air and Prime Minister Thomas Thabane fled to South Africa, alleging he was the victim of
a coup attempt. The military said it was acting on information that some police planned to
arm political protesters.
South African security forces later escorted Thabane back to the capital, Maseru, where
political factions have now agreed to hold elections in February, two years earlier than
scheduled. Lesotho's governing coalition is still learning how to govern — a few months
ago, ministers and lawmakers visited New Zealand to study its coalition, a style of government that is rare in Africa.

For many years the country has been a labour pool for South Africa and has no viable economy of its own, and
many people believe that corruption is subverting the government and the army is destabilizing the country. The
political and economic leverage of "big brother" South Africa gives it a vital role in shaping Lesotho's future.
South Africa, however, has blundered in Lesotho. Some people are haunted by 1998, when violent protests and a
military mutiny followed a disputed election and South African forces staged a chaotic intervention in which dozens were killed.
The people are afraid that the same thing might happen again.
Local commentators say that Thabane, who suspended parliament in June to avoid a vote of no-confidence, had
feuded with his deputy, Mothetjoa Metsing. The police are said to have aligned with the prime minister; army
units are believed to have sided with his deputy. The situation is far from resolved.
Please pray for an end to troubled times in Lesotho.

TELLING IT HOW IT IS
It is not often that visitors from other countries are as disarmingly candid about the realities back home as Joseph and Lineo
Morenammele were at the recent LINK prayer and information evening. Joseph is the executive officer for the LINK
in Lesotho and it was a joy to welcome him and his wife to
the diocese.
Nearly thirty people packed into the Bishop’s House to be treated to a “double act” with Joseph and Lineo sharing insights
into the political upheavals and the dynamics of church life in Lesotho. They brought us up to date with
the various LINK projects, highlighting the continuing need for the work with Child Headed Households
and the way the programme has been rolled out to encompass ongoing support for these families. They
shared concerns about the safety of their daughters in the current unsettled political situation, concerns
for the provision of properly trained priests to serve the expanded number of parishes, they described
how the training of lay ministers has been progressing and the crucial role it plays in the Christian education of the people in the pew. Talking without notes or photographs and answering all the questions that
were fired at them they held us spellbound. It was great, too, to hear from Ven Stuart Bain of the impact
which the visit to Lesotho by students from Venerable Bede School has had both on the students and on
the life of the school.
It was an enjoyable, interesting and enlightening evening, but perhaps this comment about Joseph and Lineo
sums up the reaction of many who were there, “they are utterly special people and such a blessing for the
LINK” .

PRAYING FOR LESOTHO
Remember in prayer the turbulent political situation in Lesotho, with recent violence between the
army and police, praying that the elections in
February will help to restore peace and trust in
the country.

Please pray for the Lay Ministers training courses
being delivered through the LINK in Lesotho that
they will equip men and women to minister effectively, particularly in the more rural areas where
priests visit only occasionally.

Give thanks for an exceptionally positive visit by
the Lesotho LINK executive officer Joseph, and
his wife Lineo, asking that significant meetings
in Durham will bear much fruit in Lesotho.

Give thanks for the impact both on students and
on the ethos of their schools by visits made by
pupils to Lesotho, for the individual and wider
enrichment such visits offer.
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