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OLD THIS YEAR

Whilst the Durham Lesotho LINK
has been celebrating 30 years, it is
also a significant year for the
country of Lesotho. On Tuesday,
October 4, Lesotho celebrated 50
years of independence from British protection with events and
speeches at the football stadium
of the capital Maseru. The country gained independence on 4 October 1966 and
since then this small country with less than 2 million people has been governed by
a parliamentary constitutional monarchy. It has both a king who largely holds a ceremonial function and it has an elected parliament.
There have been turbulent times in Lesotho’s political history and in the past two
years the mood in the country has become more tense. Elections in 2015 were supposed to restore political calm, after the alleged military coup against the then
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane a year earlier. The new Prime Minister Pakalitha
Mosisili, had to form a coalition of seven parties in order to be able to form his
government.
The country has celebrated its freedom although some question how free it is in
reality. 50 years down the line it still depends heavily on foreign aid, it also imports
95 percent of its goods from South Africa. Lesotho's own income mainly comes
from the production of textiles, which make up about 20 percent of its income
and which it sells through a trade agreement with the US.
Over the years there have been significant infrastructure developments including
new roads, new schools and a new hospital which have become a considerable benefit to the nation. But Lesotho continues to face three main challenges: food security, unemployment and HIV/AIDS, with over one in four people in the country being infected with the virus.
As we celebrate with Lesotho its 50 years of independence we should also pray that
the nation’s motto: “Khotso, Pula, Nala” ( peace, rain, prosperity) will become increasingly a reality for the Basotho people.
POINTS FOR PRAYER
Please pray for the government of Lesotho
that they will see the celebration of 50
years of independence as a spur to
greater achievements by the country
Remember in prayer the four Burundians
who are currently receiving outdoor
activity and youth work training by the
LINK staff in Lesotho, that their 3
months in Lesotho will better equip
them for the project they serve in Burundi.
Since El Nino prices of food in Lesotho
have more than doubled. Please pray
that the rains will come at the right time
for crops to grow and people will become more food secure.
Give thanks for the all those who caught the
vision of the Durham Lesotho LINK 30
years ago and who worked so hard to
bring it to reality, remembering especially Bishop David Jenkins.

A memento of a significant year
To commemorate the Durham Lesotho LINK’s 30 th
anniversary and the first visit to the Durham diocese by
the King of Lesotho we are producing a 12 page booklet
of photos and text. This gives a glimpse into life in Lesotho, the work of the LINK and aspects of the royal
visit. It will be made available in pdf format on the
LINK website for you to download and print off as
many copies as you need. More information in the next
edition of e-MOHO!

David Jenkins- the Bishop who backed the LINK
A personal reflection by Dr Peter Green, founder of the
LINK
David Jenkins, with the unlikely patronage of Margaret
Thatcher, brought to the Anglican bench of bishops a
breath of fresh air sometimes of gale force intensity that
prompted strong critical disapproval. Nevertheless, he
was one of a trio of people in Durham with whom the
ideas that led to the start of the LINK were shared and amid the furore caused by his creative thinking and
distinctive speaking he always found time to discuss its formation and he became one of its strongest advocates. “Practical Christian witness” so stimulated and invigorated his enthusiasm that after two pub lunches
we agreed to go ahead; he was quickly to become the driving encouragement to launch the LINK and the
kindly persuader to keep it, and its workers, vibrant and active.
Before and after each of my many visits to Lesotho we met, usually in the incongruous surroundings of Auckland Castle so unlike the stable surroundings of the Gospel we were both, in our different ways, seeking to
serve. David never went to Lesotho despite frequent invitations: “there's no need for us both to be there”!
That wasn't entirely accurate as his more contentious theological statements found their way to Basotho ears
through wind-up radios in remote areas high in the mountains; the questions they promoted needed David to
answer them. I did my best and when I returned to Durham we engaged in some stimulating theological discussion. He was always understanding of my modest grasp of his abstract reasoning which I tried to convey
on my return to Lesotho. Each time he was in Durham the Bishop of Lesotho, Philip Mokuku, met with David
when they enjoyed each other's company; cultural boundaries were no barrier to their mutual delight as they
indulged in sharp, quick-witted humour. Philip remembers him with strong affection.
Family relationships were never far from a vigorous mind occupied by its next challenge. During our many
talks he always assessed my ideas on how they would affect Basotho family life and it was his encouragement
that led me to expand the Ha Mohatlane proposal from “school” to “community education centre” so that
the project involved complete families not just the children. He was particularly pleased with the Woodlands
Project because much of the planting and nurture involved families who benefited directly from the results of
their labour. As we sat in his study, surrounded by piles of paper that must have destroyed hundreds of trees,
it was not immediately obvious that women would be relieved of bearing heavy loads of fire wood on their
heads for many miles. He was delighted that the church could engage in such thinking and then said, with a
glint in his eye, “It may enable the Church of England to see the wood from the trees or, perhaps even, to
unravel the trees from the wood!” Family life was very important to David. Before my long absences overseas in Lesotho and elsewhere he rarely failed to ask how my wife, son and daughter would cope. Before one
such excursion it was important for us to meet so he travelled to Durham from Bishop Auckland to see me!
Such was his humble personality and practical consideration for family life. He is only one of two Anglican
Bishops ever to have done that: the other was Philip Mokuku.
Dr. Peter Green 23rd September, 2016

Less Rand for the Pound
At the start of the year the exchange rate was 23 Rand to the pound and now it is nearer 17.
This has a major impact on how far the Durham LINK money goes in Lesotho. The LINK is
thankful that the money for a new accommodation block that Durham is funding was sent
out at the beginning of the year. At the current exchange rate we would not have had enough
money to complete the work!
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